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REGIONAL PROFILE

Gympie and the Glass House Mountains are 
two well-established horticultural production 
regions of Queensland. 

Macadamias are an important crop in Gympie and the Glass 
House Mountains where, in 2017, about 120 farms produced 
approximately 4,700 tonnes of nut-in-shell with a farm 
gate value of $34.4 million. The region is the third-largest 
macadamia region in Australia, producing around 13% of the 
domestic crop.

Just north of Gympie is a little town called Bauple where 
in 1885 a very edible nut was discovered. It was named 
the ‘Bauple” nut, but is now commonly known as the 
macadamia nut. The name Bauple became synonymous with 
the macadamia from Gympie to Maryborough, and Mount 
Bauple has been widely acknowledged as the ancestral home 
of the nut. It is from the genus found in this area that today’s 
trees are bred.

The macadamia industry is known as an innovative one, as 
demonstrated by the state-of-the-art power plant developed 
by Suncoast Gold Macadamias at Gympie in cooperation with 
Ergon Energy. Macadamia shells yield an enormous amount 
of energy when burned. The plant uses previously discarded 
macadamia shells to generate enough green electricity to 
power around 1,200 Queensland homes every year. This, in 
turn, reduces greenhouse gases by 9,500 tonnes annually, 
which is equivalent to taking more than 2,000 cars off the road 
every year.  Suncoast Gold also recently installed an industry-
first, log 5 pasteurisation plant to improve food safety.

Further south in the hinterland of the Sunshine coast is 
‘Glass House country’, centred around the township of 
Glass House Mountains. 
The rich volcanic soils and 
subtropical climate support a 
significant horticultural industry, 
particularly macadamias, 
pineapples and strawberries.

The Sunshine Coast is a 
rapidly growing region in 
Queensland with more than 
7% of the state’s population 
(around 303,000) living there. 
Horticulture and tourism sit 
alongside each other as the 
major economic contributors.

What the macadamia industry means to the 
regions

Growers

In both Gympie and the Glass House Mountains, growers often 
have mixed enterprises where they produce crops such as 
sugar and/or a range of other horticultural crops. Macadamias 
are usually one of their most important crops. They are 
predominantly family farms operated by resident owners. 

Processors

There is one major processing plant in the region, Suncoast 
Gold Macadamias in Gympie, while nuts are also sent to 
processors in other regions, including Stahmann Farms Inc. 
located in Toowoomba.

Local business

Many businesses in Gympie, Glass House Mountains and 
other nearby regional townships benefit from the presence 
of the macadamia industry in their rural economies.  
Servicing the macadamia industry provides employment and 
revenue across a wide range of support businesses.

The regions’ macadamia industry at a glance 

 Gympie Glass House Mountains

Trees planted: 626,000 407,000

Total area under canopy: 2,000 hectares 1,300 hectares

Total growers: 55 (approx.) 65 (approx.)

Total tonnage: 3,480 tonnes  2,820 tonnes in-shell (2016)

Farm gate value: $19 million $15.4 m (2016 tonnage @ $5.45)

Factory gate value: $22 million $19.3 million

Retail value of regions’ production: $40 million $35 million


